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1. How to Prepare To Be a College Bound Student 

2. What Applying To College Looks Like 

3. How to Pay for College $ 

 

 The objective of this presentation is to provide 
an  overview of helpful information to parents 
and students about the college application 
process and what to work on as they progress 
through high school in order to  prepare to 
apply to schools in the fall of their senior year.  

 



 In 1975 a college 
graduate could expect 
to earn 19% more than 
a high school 
graduate.  In 2005 a 
college graduate could 
expect to earn 63% 
more than a high 
school graduate. 

                College Board 

 A college graduate will 
earn nearly 1 million 
more over a lifetime 
than a high school 

graduate.         
                               US Census 

Bureau 



 UM College Park:  28000 applicants for 4500 
seats 

 
 Towson:  15000 applicants for 2600 seats 
 
 Morgan State: 7600 applicants for 1500 seats 

 
 

 
 

 
 





 Push for higher level courses such as  honors 
and GT/AP 

 Students need to be challenged, not everyone 
will get A’s in every class &  college courses 
are not going to be easy 

 Many courses are sequential and build upon 
each other 

 



 You must take MATH your senior year beyond 
Algebra 2 

 If you did not score at least a 500 on math 
SAT- you are required to take a math class 

 Take more than the required 3 sciences 

 Take more than the required 2 years of the 
SAME world language IN high school 

 By progressing through these higher level 
courses, it makes students a more 
competitive candidate  



 Review SAT and PSAT scores to determine 
areas of improvement for the SAT 
◦ Practice on Khan Academy  

  

 Identify 4-6 Colleges 
 

 Begin developing your resume 

 

 Go on Naviance and take assessments 

 



PSAT Day is in October 
every year 

SAT Day is in April every 
year  

 9th- 11th Graders take 
the PSAT each year 

 11th graders take the 
SAT for free on 

    April 12th 2016 
 Take it at least 2 – 3 

times  



SAT ACT 

To find out more go to: 
http://sat.collegeboard.org/a

bout-tests/sat/faq   

To find out more go to: 
http://www.actstudent.org/fa

q/what.html  
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 Use the resources to build skills in Reading, 
Math, & Writing in order  

   to improve SAT scores 



Passionate involvement in a few 
activities — and a demonstration 
of leadership and initiative in 
those activities — can only help 
a student. Depth, not breadth, of 
experience is most important. 
 





 Why is it important to find out your interests? 
Abilities? Strengths? Blind Spots? 
◦ Everyone has a different way to describe themselves 

and what they like to do. Interest  surveys lets you 
rate activities you enjoy, your personal qualities, 
and school subjects you like. Then you can see 
which career clusters are a match for your interests. 

  

◦ From those careers, you can back map what college 
majors lead up to that career, and then back map 
some more and locate colleges that offer those 
majors. It helps “unlock” the question… What do I 
want to be when I grow up? 

 

https://www.iseek.org/careers/clusters.html




 You get to “See” yourself at a college 

 Where do you think you would feel 
comfortable? 

 How far away is the school from your home? 

 Take a college road trip  to explore more than 
one college in a short period of time 

 Once at the school, ask a lot of questions… 

 Is this somewhere you could foresee yourself 
spending 4 years ? 

 



Resources  Resources  





 Naviance Super Match 
 
 

 Personality/ Interest Assessments in Naviance 
    

 
 

 www.collegeboard.com- College Matchmaker 
 www.ecampustours.com 
 College Visits and Open Houses 
 College Fairs 

http://www.collegeboard.com-/
http://www.collegeboard.com-/
http://www.collegeboard.com-/
http://www.collegeboard.com-/
http://www.collegeboard.com-/
http://www.collegeboard.com-/
http://www.collegeboard.com-/
http://www.collegeboard.com-/
http://www.collegeboard.com-/
http://www.collegeboard.com-/
http://www.collegeboard.com-/
http://www.collegeboard.com-/


Criteria for College Choice: 
 →Academic Range-Do the entrance 

requirements of the school match your 
accomplishments and ability? Aim high-but 
also be realistic. 

 →Type of School-Liberal arts college, 
community or four-year college, military 
academy, art school, medical school, 
vocational or trade school.  

 →Field of Study- Keep your options open! 



Call to schedule appointments: 
 Admissions Office-interview or information 

session 
 Campus Tour  
 Meet the Athletic Coaches 
 Attend a Class 
 Talk with a Professor 
 Overnight Visit in the Dorm 
 Financial Aid Office 

 



  This information is an 
overview to let you 
know what to prepare 
for… to keep you 
informed… to help you 
plan so you are not hit 
with this ALL Senior 
year!  



1. High School Record- courses, grades, rank 

2. Standardized Test Scores-SAT, ACT, SAT II 

3. Activity Resume’- how will you be an asset 
to the incoming class? Band, Journalism, 
Class Govt., Athletics, Clubs 

4. Essay - personalize the application; an 
opportunity to stand out as an individual 

5. Recommendations- get a teacher who 
KNOWS you and ask in advance  

Interview with admissions- if offered- take it! 



Final Grades Courses and rigor 

 Admissions officers value 
grades that represent 
strong effort. Grades 
should show an upward 
trend over the years. 
However, slightly lower 
grades in a rigorous 
program are preferred to 
all A's in less challenging 
coursework. 
 
 

 A transcript that 
reflects the student 
takes on challenges 
can put her a step 
ahead. Academically 
successful students 
should include several 
honors and Advanced 
Placement classes. 
 
 

http://school.familyeducation.com/page/37655.html
http://school.familyeducation.com/page/37655.html


The Common App 
Naviance and Common 
App are “matched” 





We do not rank based on GPA 

 

We do rank based on QPA 

 

 GPA 
◦ Grade Point Average 

◦ Based on your final grade 
in each course 

 A=4 points 

 B= 3 points 

 C= 2 points 

 D= 1 point 

 E= 0 points 

 

 QPA 
◦ Quality point Average 

◦ Based on the type of 
course and the final grade 
you earn in that course 

 AP/GT A = 6 points  

 AP/GT B = 5 points 

 AP/GT C = 4 points 

 AP/GT D = 3 points 

 AP/GT E = 0 points 

 

 

Class rank is a measure of how a student's performance compares to other 

students in his or her class. It is commonly also expressed as a percentile.   



 In order to know the 
students better, the 
counselors will ask 
the teachers to 
evaluate students and 
provide information 
to be used in the 
college 
recommendation. A 
resume’ must be 
provided by the 
student. 

 

 



 College essays are important because they let you 
reveal your personality. Learn how brainstorming 
and planning can help you write your best college 
essays.  

 https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/get-in/essays 

 http://www.apstudynotes.org/essays/  

 http://www.princetonreview.com/college/essay.as
px  

 http://www.nacacnet.org/studentinfo/articles/Pag
es/Top-Ten-Tips-for-Writing-a-College-Essay-
.aspx  
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 Letters of recommendation from counselors, 
teachers, and outside people are subjective factors, 
that can add weight to your application. They allow 
the Admissions Committee to learn more about you 
from adults who know you well.  

 

 Choose carefully which (2) teachers to ask for 
letters of recommendation. Ask teachers who know 
you well, not necessarily whose classes in which 
you performed the best, and who can write about 
your talents, character and academic skills.  





 

http://media.collegeboard.com/digitalServices/pdf/stude

nt/college-application-timeline.pdf 



 

http://media.collegeboard.com/digitalServices/pdf/student/college-application-

checklist.pdf 



● In the fall, complete college applications for 
at least 4 to 6 schools you would like to 
attend.  

● In the fall, retake the SAT so you can 
improve your scores from last year. 

● Get organized! Set up your own system of 
tracking deadlines for making decisions, 
finishing tasks, and mailing out appropriate 
materials such as test registrations, college 
applications, financial aid forms, etc. 

 



● Check with your school counselor to find 
out when college representatives are 
visiting your school. 

● Visit the top schools on your list. Attend 
scheduled “open house” days so you can 
take advantage of the activities they have 
scheduled to introduce you to the school. 

● After October 1st, 2016 complete the 
FAFSA. Submit it by 2/14/17. 

Submit even if you think you may not qualify 
for $, many scholarships require FAFSA 

 



● Seek out and submit scholarship and grant 
applications from the federal government, 
state agencies, private foundations, and 
individual institutions. 

● As you begin to receive letters from colleges, 
organize them. Make your final decision. 

● Enjoy your last year of high school!   



 The Community College of Baltimore County 
offer programs for students who want to 
enter the workforce very quickly and be 
trained in a highly specific field. These 
students take a series of courses designed to 
lead to certification in a certain field. 

 



 You can get started as early as your junior year in 
high school with the Parallel Enrollment Program 
(PEP). 

 Certificate or degree options. 

 Admission is open to all. 

 Class sizes are small with a variety of support 
services available. 

 Close to home. 

 Open admission (No SAT!). 

 If you got a 500 or higher on SAT in math or 
reading- you do not need to take Accuplacer 

 Transfer to a four year university. 

 About half the cost of a 4 year college!!! 

 

 



 



 Complete the FAFSA 
◦ Free Application for Federal Student Aid 

◦ Where you can apply for financial aid for college 

◦ This must get done between October 1 and 
February 14th of senior year 

◦ Attend our How to Pay for College Seminars 

 

 https://fafsa.ed.gov/ 

 DO NOT pay someone to complete your 
financial aid or scholarship searches! 

 

https://fafsa.ed.gov/


 Need-Based 

◦ Grants  

 (Do not have to pay 
back)  

◦ Loans 

 ( Do have to pay back) 

◦ Work Study 

 ( Earn $ from the school 
by working for the 
school) 

 Merit Based 

◦ Scholarships 

 Academic Talent 

 Talent 

 Other Special Skills or 
Interests  



 www.fastweb.com  

 www.finaid.org 

 http://www.central-scholarship.org/ 

 https://www.scholarshipexperts.com 

 www.cappex.com 

 https://www.scholarships.com/ 

 https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/scholarship-
search 

 www.zinch.com 

 www.MeritAid.com 

 Facebook app: My College Dollars 

 www.collegedata.com 

 http://www.collegenet.com/mach25/app 

 http://www.scholarshipsandgrants.us/ 

 Hispanic Scholarship 
Fund   http://hsf.net/en/resources/for-
students/getting-ready-for-college/step-1-
preparation/financial-aid 

 United Negro College 
Fund https://scholarships.uncf.org/ 

 Society of Women 
Engineers http://societyofwomenengineers.swe.org/
index.php/scholarships#activePanels_ 

 

 http://www.studentscholarshipsea
rch.com/state 

 http://www.collegexpress.com/sc
holarships/search  

 www.collegedata.com 

 US Department of 
Labor http://careerinfonet.org/sch
olarshipsearch/ScholarshipCategor
y.asp?searchtype=category&nodei
d=22 

 http://www.mhec.state.md.us/   
◦ Through Twitter: 

 @scholarshipexperts 

 @payingforschool 

 @ScholarshipCntr 

 @scholarships360 

 @Scholarshipedia 

 @volunTEENnation 
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 FAFSA4caster will help you understand your 
options for paying for college.Provide some 
basic information and we'll estimate your 
eligibility for federal student aid. Your 
estimate will be shown in the "College Cost 
Worksheet" where you can also provide 
estimated amounts of other student aid and 
savings that can go towards your college 

education. 
https://fafsa.ed.gov/FAFSA/app/f4cForm?execution=e2s1  

 The Net Price Calculator is a tool that students 
can use to estimate their “net price” to attend 
a particular college or university. 

 Net price is the difference between the 
“sticker” price (full cost) to attend a specific 
college, minus any grants and scholarships for 
which students may be eligible. Sticker price 
includes direct charges (tuition and fees, room 
and board) and indirect costs (books and 
supplies, transportation, and personal 
expenses). Just Google Net Price Calculator for 
any school. 

 MeritAid.com 

 A comprehensive directory 
of merit scholarships and 
academic scholarships from 
colleges across the country. 

 https://www.meritaid.com/  

 College Scorecards make it easier for you 

to search for a college that is a good fit 
for you. You can use the College 
Scorecard to find out more about a 
college’s affordability and value so you 
can make more informed decisions 
about which college to attend. 

http://collegecost.ed.gov/  
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 Students, Parents, & Counselors Together 



 410-887-7519 

 ajubb@bcps.org A-F 

 mbarton@bcps.org G-O 

 rwarm@bcps.org  P-Z 
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